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to others will stand as a monument to a truly 
fine person. His life and love gave joy to all 
who knew him. 

While I understand that words cannot ex-
press our grief at this most trying of times, I 
offer this token of profound sympathy to the 
family and friends of John E. Platt.
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Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the efforts of Verizon, its employees and 
its spokespeople who are working to tackle 
the problem of illiteracy. Last week, the House 
Education and the Workforce Subcommittee 
on Education Reform held a hearing on ‘‘Lit-
eracy Partnerships that Work.’’ The hearing 
featured actor James Earl Jones and Verizon 
President and Chief Executive Officer Ivan 
Seidenberg, testifying on Verizon’s efforts to 
improve literacy in America. 

Describing his lifelong love of reading, 
Verizon spokesman and actor James Earl 
Jones remarked on how, ‘‘All of us—law-
makers, reading teachers and tutors, cor-
porate philanthropists, educators, and literacy 
volunteers—all of us have an important and 
necessary role addressing this issue.’’ 

Testifying about his company’s involvement 
in literacy efforts, Ivan Seidenberg, the Presi-
dent and CEO of Verizon, described how his 
company’s mission is ‘‘highly focused.’’ ‘‘We 
work to raise public awareness, create part-
nerships, and generate financial support for 
local and national literacy organizations so 
they can do their jobs more effectively. To use 
a communications metaphor, we believe 
that—through our scale, scope, and tech-
nology—we can increase the ‘bandwidth’ of 
the system and enable more learning to be 
delivered to more people, more effectively.’’ 

For Verizon there is a strategic link between 
literacy and the future business success of the 
Nation’s largest communications company with 
upwards of 240,000 employees in technically 
demanding jobs. 

However, it’s more than just for their future 
employees. ‘‘Verizon’s communications net-
works comprise a unique platform for sharing 
resources and forming partnerships,’’ 
Seidenberg said. ‘‘Verizon’s enormously com-
mitted employees and retirees have a long 
heritage of volunteerism and community in-
volvement. And more than a decade’s worth of 
commitment to the issue of literacy has given 
the company both the knowledge and the rela-
tionships with the literacy community to be ef-
fective.’’ 

Also attending the Hearing as Verizon Lit-
eracy Champions were CBS Sportscaster Dick 
Enberg, Mike Kohn, 2002 Olympic Bronze 
Medal Bobsled Athlete, Chris Thorpe 2002 
Olympic Bronze Medal Luge Athlete and Lee 
Ann Parsley, a resident from the great State of 
Ohio, the 2002 Olympic Silver Medal winner in 
the Women’s Skeleton competition. All of 
these distinguished celebrities attended to 
demonstrate their great commitment, as well 
as Verizon’s commitment, to providing positive 
role models in the fight for literacy. 

Mr. Jones, in his compelling personal testi-
mony, said that: ‘‘In my family, we say the 

love of reading and book learning is in our 
bone memory.’’ Jones’ great-great grand-
parents Brice and Parthenia Connolly, 
‘‘passed on their love of reading to my great-
grandfather, Wyatt, who owned a modest li-
brary, and encouraged his family to read his 
books and to revere them.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, this is one of the legacies we 
hope to leave with H.R. 1, ‘‘The Leave No 
Child Behind Act,’’ to build reading and book 
learning into the ‘‘bone memory’’ of all Ameri-
cans. In these days when there is so much 
talk about Corporate Accountability, it is a 
pleasure to recognize Verizon for the positive 
work they are doing to help the citizens of our 
Country.
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I call the atten-
tion of my colleagues to an excellent state-
ment recently made before a hearing of the 
Committee on Government Reform dealing 
with the issue of child vaccinations. The state-
ment was made by Ms. Sandy Mintz of An-
chorage, Alaska. For over a decade, Ms. 
Mintz has been a prominent and forceful advo-
cate for an informed vaccination process and 
for permitting parents everywhere to have the 
right, as they do in my home state of Cali-
fornia, to decide whether or not vaccination is 
the best option for their child. 

Although Ms. Mintz’ statement will be pub-
lished in the hearing record, it will be some 
time before it is available to my colleagues, 
and her testimony is of such interest that I ask 
that it be put in the RECORD so that it will be 
more broadly and more quickly available for 
those who have an interest in the health and 
well-being of our children. 

Mr. Speaker, in her testimony, Ms. Mintz 
posed a vital, if uncomfortable, question: in 
some cases, could vaccinating our children 
actually be doing them more harm than good? 
Specifically, she was asking whether the Na-
tional Institutes of Health had investigated the 
link between child vaccinations and autism. 
She has found evidence that there may, in 
fact, be a causal link between childhood vac-
cinations and autism. The witness from the 
NIH was not aware of any study exploring any 
link between those two phenomena. Given the 
vital relevance of this matter to the health of 
our nation’s children, it would be prudent for 
the NIH to conduct such a study. 

At the crux of this debate lie two competing 
values, which must always be kept in balance: 
on the one hand, the right of parents to deter-
mine what is best for their children, and on the 
other the need of society at large to protect 
itself from a common threat, in this instance 
the threat of deadly communicable diseases. 
But it is more than an example of the classic 
tension between the rights of the individual 
and those of society, because the issue at 
hand is one we all care so deeply about—the 
issue of our children’s safety. We would all 
like to inoculate our children against every dis-
ease possible, and mandatory childhood in-
oculations may indeed be the soundest policy 
choice for our state governments. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe the question raised in 
Ms. Mintz’ testimony needs to be dealt with, 
because our government should not admin-
ister a cure that is worse than the disease. We 
must first investigate whether vaccinations 
cause autism in children before we can con-
tinue to require them of our children. In the 
meantime, I believe it would be prudent to 
allow parents to choose not to vaccinate their 
children, as is permitted in my home state of 
California. Again, I thank Ms. Mintz for her 
bold and illuminating testimony before the 
Committee on Government Reform.
THE AUTISM EPIDEMIC—IS THE NIH AND CDC 

RESPONSE ADEQUATE? 
Mr. SHAYS. Dr. Foote and Dr. Boyle, let me 

just say it is our intention to let you get out 
pretty soon. You haven’t had a break or any-
thing. Do you have 20 more minutes in you? 
Are you OK? 

I am going to do something that may seem 
a little unusual, and I may have to just cut 
it off if it is not a good idea. But, Dr. Foote 
and Dr. Boyle, if you can trust me in terms 
of my ability to control a meeting, it is not 
lost on me that we have a lot of people in the 
audience who have a keen direct interest. 
There my be a question or two that none of 
us on the panel here have asked that we 
should have. I am going to ask if there is 
someone in the audience who may have a 
question that says we should have addressed 
this. I will allow you to stand up and tell the 
committee, and then we may choose, our 
committee may choose to ask that question. 

My motivation is that it would be a shame 
to have people leave without you having the 
opportunity to respond and maybe clear 
something up. Both of you have such a nice, 
friendly smile. I figured I could get away 
with it. So we are going to try it out, but I 
have the counsel—excuse me, the minority 
counsel would like to ask you a few ques-
tions, the majority professional staff would 
just like to ask a few more, and then I am 
going to just throw it out to the audience, 
pick two or three of you and ask you to 
stand and tell me if there is a question you 
think we should have asked, loud enough so 
I can repeat it to our witnesses. . . . 

Mr. SHAYS. Now let me state what I would 
like to do. I would like let our witnesses 
leave soon. I would like to just say that this 
is a hearing of the House of Representatives, 
of Congress, so the decorum needs to be done 
well. 

I am going to first ask how many people 
would like to ask the question. I am going to 
invite five people to take each of those five 
seats. I am going to invite you, Ma’am, in 
the front row to come up to that seat up 
there, yes. I am going to invite you in the 
very back to come up, the very back there. 
I am going to invite you, sir, to come up. I 
am going to invite you, Ma’am, in the mid-
dle, and I am going to invite you in the very 
back there. 

I am going to have you each take a seat. 
What I am going to invite each of you to do, 
the committee is going to invite each of you, 
you are just going to go down and you are 
going to identify your name, as you ask the 
question, where you live. If you have a loved 
one who is impacted, we are happy to have 
you share the name of your child, but this is 
primarily for an opportunity to ask a ques-
tion. We will just see how it goes. 

OK? 
You all are nice—thank you—to let us do 

this. 
Just turn the mic on, start at the very end, 

and ask your question. 
Ms. MINTZ. Hi. My name is Sandy Mintz. I 

am from Anchorage, AK. I am lucky enough 
not to have a child who has been injured by 
a vaccine.
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